


INTRODUCTION

Tn addition to preserving the originals of manuscripts
on palm-leaf and paper, by applying chemicals and such
other scientific processes, and prolonging the life of the
contents of the injured and worn-out among those manu-
seripts by transcription, the Madras Government Orientel
Manuscripts Library has kindly been premitted by the
Government of Madras, to publish, as far as practicable,
rare and valuable manuscript works. Accordingly, some
works have been already published : and this edition of the
MAHABHASYA with the PRADIPA #nd the PRADIPOD,
DYOTANA, makes available to the public, in print, for
the first time, a very valuable and rare work of Sri
Annambhatta, a versatile writer and popular author.

It is well known that the Mahdbhdsya of Patafijali is
an outstanding literary work in the Sanskrit world. The
adjective Mahat, in the name of the Mahabhasya itself, -
suggests the magnificence of that work. Since it has been
edited by several (four or five) persons, we need not say
anything more about this work, and we shall say something
about the commentaries and the super-commentaries on
this magnificent work in the following paragraphs.

COMMENTARIES ON THE MAHABHASYA. .
The MAHABHASYA has been commented upon by
two gscholars. Both of these commentators are big
. personages and they command very great respect by their
works. The first and older commentary is called the
MAHABHASYA PRADIPIKA written by the famous
Bhartrharl, the author of the monumental work Vakya-
poadiya. Previously we knew nothing about this work,
though we were told that the Mahdbhdsya was commented
upon by Bhartrhari. But recently (i.e., between the years
1910 and 1913) we got possession of a photo copy of the
same, though imperfect, from the Royal Library at Berlin.
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The original of this copy has been described under number
720 (chambers 553) of Verzeichnis der Sanskrit and Prakrit
Handschriften of A. Weber. This photo-copy is available
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
under R. No. 798. But it is regrettable that no other copy
of this work is available so far, and even the available one
requires many corrections

Next to that, the Mahdbhdasya was commented upon
by Kaiyata, the son of Jaiyata. The commentary is called
the Mahabhdsya Pradipa. Kaiyata refers to the Maha-
bhisya Pralipikd of Bhartrhari and says*that he boldly
comes forward to comment upon the MAHABHASYA in
the hope that he could perfectly do so with the very useful
and effective help of Bhartrhari’s commentary.

COMMENTARIES ON THE MAHABHASYA PRADIPA.

This Pradipe with the MAHABHASYA is available in
three or four printed editions, and has, in its turn, been
commented upon by the following commentators :—

(i) Nageda Bhatta, the eminent scholar and author of
the LAGHUSABDENDUSEKHARA, VAIYAKARANA-
LAGHU-MANJUSA, etc. (His commentary is called the
MAHABHASYA PRADIPODDYOTA. This commentary
has been printed and published along with the Mahabhasya
and Mahabhdsyas Pradipa),

(ii) Pravartakopadhyaya. (His commentary is called
the MAHABHASYA PRADIPAPRAKASA. Ttis available
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
under the following numbers, R. 4221, D. 1302, R. 1470),

(iii) Ramachandrasarasvati. (He has composed two
commentaries on the Mahabhagya, one is called the
MAHABHASYA PRADIPAVIVARANA BRHAT and the
other the MAHABHASYA PRADIPAVIVARANA LAGHTU.

* gy sRada oW wudg |
FAHOL TR G G EshA TFE
Kaijyaja's Pradpa
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These are available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, under the following numbers, R. 4221,
R. 3894, D. 1303, D. 1304, R. 3866, R. 5511, R. 5514,
R. 5550 and R. 6794), '

(iv) Nardyana Sastri. (The name of his commentary is
not known, but it is available in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, under the numbers R. 2966,
R. 1515-a, R. 39 and R. 5074),

(v) Sarveévara. (His commentary is called the Pradi-
paspharti. This is available in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, under the numbers D. 1305,
D. 1306, D. 1307 and D. 1308),

(vi) Nilakantha Dikgita, the auther of several famous
books like the SIVALILARNAVA, NILAKANTHA
VIJAYA, ete. (It is called the Pradipaprakdse and available
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, R. No.
6481), and

(vii) Annambhatta (His commentary is called the
Mahdohasya Pradipoddystana, which is published here).

Among the commentaries on the Mahdbhasya Pradipa,
which are mentioned above as available in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, the manuscript
copies of commentaries, other than the MAHABHASYA
PRADIPODDYOTANA of Annambhatta, were found
to contain only fragments of the respective works.
Annambhatta’s commentary contains all the merits of a
good commentary and as such it is very useful for studentg
of the Mahabhdsya.

ANNAMBHATTA.

An introduction suitable for such an important work as
the PRADIPODDYOTANA is best prepared after the
printing of the whole work is over, so that the special
value of this work, as compared with other available works
of that class, may well be brought out and amply illustrated.
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But as the first part of the work containing the first four
Ahnikas is now issued to the public, it is thought that the
volume should contain an introduction also.

atailed biographical information about Annambhatta
is not aveailable. From the Colophons of his works and
from traditional references to him, the following account
of him can be gathercd, similar to the one in the Sanskrit
foreword to the Balamanorama Press Edition (1920) of
Annambhatta’s Tarkasangraha by the learned editor thereof.

Annambhatta was the son of Tirumaldcarya, who seems
to have had thetitle Advaitavidydcdrya. He belonged to Sri
Raghavasomayaji’s family. It is understood that he was a
Telugu Brahman and resided in a village named Garikapada,
formerly in the possession of Nizam Ali. It is said that
some Rgvedic Telugu Brahmans are living with the family

title ANNAMBHATTA in the village, called Kedavapura,
on the banks of the Krishna river. He had a profouna
knowledge of the four SASTRAS, viz., VYAKARANA,
MIMAMSA, NYAYA and VEDANTA. He hos written
independent works or commentaries pertaining to all these
SASTRAS. They are :—

1. NYAYASUDHAVYAKHYA-RANAKOJJIVINI
(Miméarsa),

TANTRAVARTIKATIKA SUBODHINI
(M1mamsa.)

TATTVACINTAMANIDIDHITI VYAKHYA.-
SUBUDDHIMANOHARA (Nyaya),

4. TATVACINTAMANYALOKAVYAKHYA-
SIDDHANJANAM (Nyaya)

TARKASANGRAHA (Nyaya)

TARKASANGRAHA-VYAKHYA-TARKASAN-
GRAHA-DIPIKA (Nyaya),

7. TATTVAVIVEKADIPANAVYAKHYA (Vedinta),

8. BRAHMASUTRAVRTTI- MITAKSARA '

(Vedanta),

o
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9. SVARAVIVEKA (Vedic Grammar) and .
10. MAHABHASYAPRADIPODDYOTANA (The
work in hand, Grammar).

From this list of valuable works in different Sastras,
it is quite clear that this author’s proficiency was all-round.
The traditional saying too,* ‘‘ By merely going to Kaéi
(or Benares) for study, one does not become an Annam-
bhatta’ (i.e., Annambhatta’s erudition was of such a
high level as few could reach) confirms the view that
Annambhatta was an able scholar, who was unsurpassed
and even unsqualled by his contemporaries. Successive
generations held him in high esteem. His TARKASAN-
GRAHA and TARKASANGRAHA-DIPIKA are so popu-
lar that almost every student, on traditional lines, of
Sanskrit has studied them till now for the last three or four
centuries.

Tt is understood from traditional accounts that Annam-
bhatta was conducting & Nydya school in which he was
teaching the GADADHARI and other standard works on
Nyadya. While he was teaching, he found some difficulties
in teaching those books to the beginners, and so wrote the
TARKASANGRAHA and a commentary on it. From
this tradition we have to guess that this author is _not only
later than GADADHARA, but also that there should be a
difference of some years between them. For, Gadadhara
was anative of Mithila and Annambhatta was a native of the
Telugu districts. To get such a popularity as to make
Annambhatta teach the Gadadhari in his school, especially
in those days, whenthe means of communication were very
poor, even Gadadhara’s work should have taken some time
to reach the Telugu districts. For this we should allow
at least a margin of some twenty years. Itis known, from
other sources, that the time of Gadadhara was about 1600
A.D. and so the time of Annambhatta could not be earlier
than 1600 A.D.

* & prfTHAAEN AEREER B |7
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The TARKASANGRAHA, a popular work of this
author, has been commented upon by one Vaidyanatha,
a disciple of Nagedabhatta and a commentator upon
Nagesa’s MAHABHASYAPRADIPODDYOTA. From a
tradition and some other sources it is understood that the
period of this Vaidyanatha, otherwise called Tatsat-
Vaidyanatha should be about 1712 A.D. There is little
doubt about the identity of the author of the Tarkasan-
graha and the Mahabhdsyapradipoddyotana. The language
and style of the one exactly resemble those of the other
and in both these books the colophons are the same.

To comment upon the Tarkasarigraha, a work, which
has been purposely composed for the use of the beginners,
requires some lapse of time between the composition of the
text and that of the commentary. For, when the text itself
is considered an easy work, there is no necessity for a
commentary. The fact that the author himself has com-
posed the commentary entitled the Tarkasarngrahadipika
can be justified only on the ground that the aim of the
author was to rectify the defects caused by the extreme
brevity of the text. Hence it is to be understood that
the text was considered difficult, though a standard work for
some time after its composition. The tradition that it is
also called Bdla-gadadhary confirms the view that it was
considered a difficult work. An old manuscript of the
Tarkasangraha, in the possession of Dr. Jacobi of Bonn,
is said to be dated Saka 1634, i.e., 1712 A.D. As this
manuscript  contains several corrections and marginal
additions, it will not be wrong to assume that this work
should have been written several years before it was fair-
copied and published.. So Annambhatta cannot be later
than 1700 A.D. So we can safely say that the period of
Annambhatta should be about the second half of the 17th
century A.D,
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The following remarks of Mahamahopadhydya Vidya.-
vacaspati Professor S. Kuppuswami Sastriar* are worth
reproducing :—

‘¢ Annambhatta was an Andhra scholar, who flourished
in the latter part of the seventeenth century. He was a
versatile scholar and a reputed polymath. He wrote
several learned works on almost all the important branches
of Sastraic learning. In this connection, attention may be
invited to some of Annambhatta’s known works. In the
sphere of Pirvamimamsé and Vedanta, he is known as the
author of the massive commentary called the RANAKOJ-
JIVANI on Bhattasomesvara’s NYAYA-SUDHA, other-
wise known as RANAKA, and of a commentary on the
Brahma-sitras. In Vyakarana, he is famous as the author
of an easy commentary on Panini’s ASTADHYAYT and of
an exten:ive commentary called UDDY OTANA on Kaiyata’s
PRADIPA. In the sphere of the Nyiya-Vaidesika system,
he wrote a learned commentary called SIDDHARJANA
on Jayadeva’s MANYALOKA, as also the most popular
handbook of Indian logic, called the TARKASANGRAHA
and its expository and supplementary gloss called DIPIKA,
The name TARKASANGRAHA is interpreted by Annam-
bhatta himself as a compendious elucidation of the nature of
substance, qualities and such other ontological categories of
the Vaidesika system, which are accepted by Nydya. These
two works—the TARKASANGRAHA and DIPIKA fulfil
the object mentioned in the concluding verss of the
TARKASANGRAHA and are described by some as
MINTATURE GADADHARI (BALAGADADHARI), in
the sense that they, taken together, miniature the later
Nydya dialectics also.
* * * * * * *
“Accord.ng to the traditional methods of study, the
MUKTAVALI is widely studied by students of Nyaya,
immediately after finishing the study of Annambhatta’s
TARKASANGRAHA and DIPIKA.”

* Pide_his “ Primer of Indian Logic®’ pp. ii and iii:
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ANNAMBHATTA AND NAGESA.

Let us now turn to Nagesabhatta, the author of the
Pradipoddyote. 1t is understood from -his introductory
stanzas in his works like the Uddyota and the Laghusab-
dendusekhara, that he was a disciple of Haridiksita, the
grandson of Bhattojidikgita (1630 A.D.) and that he
enjoyed the patronage of one Ramasimha, king of Srigivera-
pura, whose date is not definitely known. We learn through
tradition, that, when Nagesa was invited by Jayasimha,
king of Jayapura, to the A§vamedha sacrifice, which is
said to have been performed in the year 1771 (Vikrama Era,)
corresponding to 1715 A.D., he pleaded his inability to be
present there on that occasion, as he had taken the vow of
Kgetrasanydsa in Benares. Further, we have got Nageda’s
commentary on the Rasagangadhara of Jagannatha, who
flourished in the age of Sha-Jahan (1628-1666). On the
basis of these two points we can safely assert that Nagesa
should have lived in the former half of the 18th Century A.D.
The conclusion which we can therefore draw would be that
Annambhatta lived before Nagesa.

There is yet another point which helps us to establish the
priority of Annambhatta to Nage$a. In Nagesa’s commen-
tary we come across the following statement :—

“ g TANEIEGE  TOAY T ITATATANGEA, | T qRR
qrEerE @ @& alawn FerRigaasraa
wa SE—SETEon S | ?

o
(Vide Mahabhasya—N.S. ‘edition, Page 5—Nagesa’s
commentary on the expression “3Irarfiaw”, etc., of the
Mahabhdsya.)

In this context Annambhatta criticises some of the

views of his opponents after upholding his own view in
the following lines :
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“qy JAFOME G WY AT g @ A gEega
AT OIS SEE—AAEOT $R 1 admeEeEt sagee-
HOTARTER R IEgIaRt ; o smE—Samon  sR—sfy %R,
afmTE , ¢ aRIEE, SUERSTBTaATaR: 17!

From the above passages, it will be clear that Nagesa
takes a view which is opposed to that of Annambhatta,
and alleges incongruity in the view of Annambhatta. When
Nageda says “@ = galalesq sgufmdca” he has in all
probability, Annambhatta’s words “=wiiqTs THEEsIEI-
=HqeR: ¥ in his view.

SPECIAL MERITS OF THE COMMENTARY OF
ANNAMBHATTA.

It may be asked why we should have this com-
mentary published while Nageéa’s Uddyota is available, and
has won a name in the field of grammar. To this, the
following answer may not be inadequate. This Annam-
bhatta’s commentary deserves publication for various rea-
sons. The Mahdbhdsya of Patafijali seems on its surface,
to be an easy book, as the discussions therein tekc the form
of a sort of dialogue and are full of small questions and
charming and short sentences of simple words. But it is
in fact, ‘“ an ocean of the principles of grammar, not easily
fathomable.” The expression “ Ayl TRERIG:  °
of the great poet Kaliddsa can deservingly be apglied to
this great work too. Annambhatta, who recognises the real
merit of the Mahabhasya explains the adjective < Mahat
as “ geutsian wew® ;. This Mahattve (greatness) paved the
way for the saying ©@gneq a1 vailgq; AIMSE @1 wEAEE”
which itself is very significant. A monarch has to be well-
versed in the R@janiti like the Canakyatantra and Sukraniti
in order to rule over a big kingdom successfully. °It may be
very difficult for him to avcid, and be absolutely free fron:

1 Page 9, lines 16 to 19 in the present edition,
2 Raghuvamséa, I canto, stanza 186.
S GPTETETY T Gl FELON T
(Mrechakatika, Act IX, Verse 4.)
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tbe reproaches of the world, as the reigning over a
kingdom is such an onerous task as to involve many
risks and mistakes. The perfect understanding of the
Mahabhasye is impossible for a person, whc does nob
possess a sound knowledge of the four Sdstras,viz., Mimamsa,
Vedanta, Nydya and Vyakarana. With regard to Anoam-
bhatta, the title “‘Bhatta ™ is quite appropriate, for he is
a veritable storehouse of the entire knowledge of all the
different branches of the sciences mentioned above. He
elucidates tho Mahabhdsye with the help of Mimamsa-
vakyas, where he is quite at home, and quotes passages
from the Sloka Vartike and the like here and there. In
explaining the Sphota and Sabdabrahma, he introduces the
principles of Veddnta and displays his sound knowledge in
that sphere. Whenever he refers to some Nydya or Anu-
ma@ne, he explains them petfectly. His Uddyotana is
sufficient for the correct understanding of him as a perfect
grammarian. It is believed that Annambhstta had,
for his own reference, no commentary on the Mahabhasya-
pradipa of Kaiyata.

It is, however, unanimously accepted by scholars that
Nagesa’s commentary is one of no mean merits in respect
of explaining the inner ideas of the Mahabhdsya. But it
is defective in that it keeps quiet in several places, when
words or expressions need to be explained for the sake of
the ordinary and slow-witted students, while Annambhatta
explains them. For instance, Annambhatta explains at
great length even the name of the first Ahnika, called
the Paspadahnika. (Vide page 66, lines 32 to 35 and

page 67, lines 2—5). The main aim of Annambhatta

! The famous ¢ Payagunda Vaidyanstha’®in his *<Chaya® the gloss of
Uddyota of Nigesa explains the meaning of the word ¢ Bhatta” as

“ greaETaT:
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appeats to be to elucidate, simplify and illustrate the
meaning of the Mahabhdsye and the Pradipa so that the

student seldom entertains any doubt as regards the mean-
ing of the particular text.

Further, it would seem that not all the special points
and difficulties of the Mahabhdsya have been explained by
Nageéa. We are obliged to accord special honour to
Annambhatta for well revealing in certain places, the idea
underlying some portions of the Maehabhdsya, which were
not even touched upon by Nagesa.

The intellectual greatness of Annambhatta can be
well observed in his explanation of the Sphota, references
to which are scattered here and there in the first two
Ahnikas of the Mahabhisys. At the beginning of the
Mahabhisya, Pataiijali gives a glimpse of the Sphota,
‘while saying “wa mRem®: 7w  etc. Here Annambhatta’s
commentary is worthy of special notice and it proves
his sound knowledge in respect of the Sphofa theory.

Annambhatta’s special merit lies in his clear
reasoning, and he adopts the same principle that is
embodied in the oft-quoted verse “guuifieds 7 &g ad” ete.
He does not hesitate to point out a fault even if it
be of the great scholars, and even of the Rsis. For instance,
in the earlier part of his commentary he points out to what
looks like an omission on the part of the great Acarya
Panini himself in not composing a Siira at the beginning
of his Agtadhyays, explaining the Prayojana (profit) of the
study of the Vyakarane Sastra, unlike others, wiz., the
authors of the Sutras of Mimamsd, Vedanta, Vaisegika,
Yoga, Sankhya and Nyaya. Then he justifies the omission
of Panini, holding that the author, who explains the
Prayojane at the beginning, commits the fallacy of
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Anyonyasraya, and establishes that the Prayojana should
aot be mentioned at the beginning of a Sastra. On this
point, he dares to oppose the other Satrakdras, their com-
mentators and admirers.: )

He then ventures to modify a stanza (viz., fam fegwed
etc.) in the Slokavartika by substituting for the latter
half his own words @& J9 worasq . gEEeTEEa 12 Heve he
brings in the Nydya ©a wisaamwaied,! wRsagly amaam ”.

Such is Annambhatta’s greatness. The merits of
Annambhatta’s style and method lie spread over this
whole work and not in particular parts alone. In
Annambhatta’s commentary on the Mahdbhdsyas there is
enough merit to justify its publication.

The Commentary of Annambhatta is based upon the
following Manuscripts :—

1. A paper manuscript from the Library bearing

R. No. 2038, 16 x 11% inches in size and consisting of 58

pages having 56 lines in & page. It is in Telugu character.

1 Vide page 3, lines 19 to 31.

Ag— oY Wit 7 (g, 1-9-9.), WURr swlEE? (@,
3-9-1), A 9H  SAenEW: Y (¥ §-1-9-1) ¢ W armgare ?
@g. 3-9), © 91 Rvga=eRaiorgend: ? @g, -1), “aa-
FrTRETETIT: 7 (7, 9-9-1), TR o mEt e g,
M@ g T ATWE I, SRR eI,
TROHTH TSI T TR | AENE: WEs S
TRt ™1 AR AT T SEgE ST G
TR AF AN, IS AT A qoe | @ g e
WA | w9 dereeEl e et gy
T WtwT A aeeaia |

* o feedey A9 ser wEe
WA B T R S
(‘@-HT- page 6, sloka 17.)

Rafe ‘o= ¥ O sERewEeE? ggwd
TEATY N
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It contains Ahnikas 3 to 6 complete and a portion of the
7th. The condition of the manuscript is good. It is
designated #.

2. A palm-leaf manuscript from the Library 183 x 1%
inches in size, containing 114 folios of 6 lines to a page.
The meanuscript is in a slightly injured condition. It
contains matter beginning from the second Ahnika of the
first pada of the first Adhydye up to the 8th Ahnika. The
9th Ahnikaisincomplete. Itis described under R. No. 271.
The manuscript is in Telugu character and is designated
Q.

3. A palm-leaf manuseript 18} x 1} inches in size
consisting of 43 folios having 9 linesin & page. The number
of the manuscript is R. 4273. The manuscript is much
injured. It contains Ahnikas 1to 3 only. 1t is designated G.

4. A palm-leaf manuscript obtained on loan from the
Adyar Library, Madras. The manuscript bears D, No. 101,
page 26 of Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit
Manuscripts ofthe Adyar Library, Volume VI) and consists
of 229 leaves having six lines on a page. It is written
in the Telugu script. Its condition is injured but the
characters are legible. The manuscript contains the 1st
Adhyaya (except for the Ahnikas 2 to 6 in the first pida)
and the first pada of the 8th Adhydya. 1tis designated A.

In this cornection, we express our thanks to the Director
of the Adyar Library for having kindly lent a manuscript
which was of much use in preparving this volume. Our
thanks are also due to Professor P. V. Ramanuja Swami,
Director of the S.V.O. Institute, and Principal of the
8.V.S. College, Tirupati, for having kindly lent a manusecript
for collation.

Reference has to be made to the good work done by
various persons in connection with this publication.
Thanks are due to the Government Press, Madras,
for the printing of this work in spite of the unprecedente d
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hardships of the recent World War, and the pressure
of the printing of Electoral Rolls and such other impor-
tant and urgent work. The publication of this work was
begun in 1937 and since then Professor P. P. Subrah-
manya Sastriar (1936 to 1942), Dr. A. Sankaran (1942 to
1946) and S. M. Fazlullah Sahib Bahadur (1946 to 1948)
have been the successive Curators of this Iibrary, and
I took charge of the Curatorship on 2lst March 1948,
The thanks of the Curatur are also due to Messrs. V.
Hanumanthachav, Librarian, S. S. Vedantachari, Assistant
Librarian, V. Krishnamacharyar, formerly Senior Pandit
of this Library, V. R. Kalyanasundara Sastriar, T. H.
Visvanatha Sastriar and P. Ramakrishna Bhat, Pandits
of this Library.
T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,

Curator,
GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL
MaNvuscrIPTS LIBRARY,

MapRaAsS,
11th August 1948.
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